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Management of EMF and MWF 

Frederik Claasen (42) has been 

appointed as EMF director. 

Originally he comes from ABN 

AMRO bank, where he held 

several commercial and senior 

management positions in the 

Netherlands Division. He has a 

solid financial background and 

widespread experience in 

business development, and 

maintains an extensive network.  From 2007 up to now 

Frederik is working as a senior consultant and business 

developer at Aidenvironment, a consultancy focused 

on sustainable development. Frederik set up the Micro 

Water Facility. The core activities of Micro Water 

Facility (MWF) are advising entrepreneurs and project 

organizations on preparing sound business plans, 

matching potential partners and developing 

appropriate financing arrangements for small scale 

water and sanitation facilities. The initiative to set up 

MWF was taken by EMF in 2006. Frederik will remain 

the director of MWF as well. By combining the two 

functions, cooperation between EMF and MWF will be 

optimized. EMF focuses on strategy and identification 

of innovative ways to improve water access, whilst 

MWF focuses on implementation, business plans and 

creating partnerships. 

άLΩƳ proud to announce EMF and MWF will start to 

work closely together. After so many years of breaking 

new grounds LΩƳ happy Allerd will still be involved as a 

member of the Advisory Board. EMF activities have 

been a great inspiration to me personally during the 

last two years. Together with the EMF board and its 

Advisory Board we will focus EMF activities on water in 

which EMF works on three themes: 

- EMF will continue to identify, develop and magnify 

small, smart and effective water technologies 

combining energy efficiency with improving water 

quality. 

- EMF networks will provide excellent opportunities to 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀ ΨōƭǳŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǿŀȅΩΥ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ 

distribution channels well equipped to create 

awareness on water related issues in developing 

countries now and physical water products in the 

future. 

- Last but not least, EMF will develop activities that will 

increase access to financial means needed to finance 

water projects and businesses that combine increasing 

access to clean water to poor people together with a 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘΦέ 

 

The Faith in Water Workshop, Salisbury 5 ς 7 July 
2009 

Water, sanitation, children and faith were the focus 

when religious leaders, theologians, educators, 

environment specialists, water sanitation experts and 

innovators met for the first ever workshop on Faith in 

²ŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅΩǎ {ŀǊǳƳ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻƴ рǘƘ ς 7th July 

2009, initiated by Alliance of Religions and 

Conservation (ARC) and EMF. The first Faith in Water 

conference resulted in an astonishing array of new and 

possible partnerships, including the UN family (UNDP, 

UNICEF, UN-HABITAT) inviting faiths to become official 

partners on these issues, and the World Bank 

suggesting the faiths become partners in particular in 

ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪǎΩ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊ ²ŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ 

Workshop will result in a Guide Book in 2010, 

developed by ARC, EMF and IRC (International Water 

and Sanitation Centre), and the creation of a special 

Water Branch at ARC with the goal of developing in 

partnerships clean water and sanitation facilities at 

faith related schools in developing countries. 

For more information: click here 

 

 

Participants of the Faith in Water workshop 

http://www.microwaterfacility.org/
http://www.microwaterfacility.org/
http://www.arcworld.org/news.asp?pageID=335
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Voltea Developments 

Voltea, the EMF affiliated 

desalination technology company, 

majority owned by Unilever 

Ventures has attracted an 

additional shareholder, a major 

USA corporation in water 

purification. In 2010 Voltea will 

enter various markets in Europe 

and the USA, with a number of 

launching customers, including also a machine for an 

EMF related Bangladesh project on arsenic removal 

from groundwater. In September 2009 Michiel Lensink, 

formerly with Norit, was appointed CEO of Voltea. 

Visit www.Voltea.com 

 

 

Article in Innovations, a quarterly journal 
published by MIT press 

Iƴ άLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ пΣ ƛǎǎǳŜ оΣ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 

ά²ŀǘŜǊΣ ²ŀǘŜǊ 9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 

September 2009 written by Allerd Stikker and Dorota 

Juchniewicz. 

 

 

 

Read the article here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARC/UN Conference at Windsor Castle 2- 3 
November 2009 

EMF participated in an 

ARC/UN conference on 2-3 

November at Windsor Castle, 

where 31 religious institutions 

from the main 9 world 

religions presented each their 

7 year plan for the nature conservation. EMF chaired a 

workshop on water and the role of religions.  

The book with the tiǘƭŜΥ άaŀƴȅ IŜŀǾŜƴǎΣ hƴŜ 9ŀǊǘƘηΣ 

Faith commitments to protect the living planet, was 

published after the conference. The meeting was 

hosted by HRH The Prince Philip and attended by HE 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-

moon, in advance of the Copenhagen summit on 

Climate Change. 

 

 

For more information 
click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBC has run a major interview with the UN Secretary 

General - with the ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘΥ ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

full support and cooperation of religious leaders, it will 

be very difficult to obtain (...) a binding agreement in 

/ƻǇŜƴƘŀƎŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ {D mentioned the importance of 

walking side by side with the faiths on the road to 

Copenhagen. 

 

 

 

http://www.voltea.com/
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/itgg.2009.4.3.29?journalCode=itgg%20
http://www.emf.nl/news_details.php?id=25
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Volunteers 

Since the last Newsletter in October many volunteers 

have offered to work for EMF in order to help reaching 

the goals of access to water for billions of people. At 

this moment this has resulted in 4 volunteers joining 

the ranks of EMF. 

Islam Varol (Ecostream) will assist 

in identifying latest state of the art 

of solar energy for small scale 

water facilities. Islam has told us: 

άCǊƻƳ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻƴ L ŀƳ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 

technology. From my college on I 

am fascinated by technology and 

energy. Now I am fascinated by 

technology, energy and water. EMF does it all. The 

reason of my fascination: appropriate technology 

creates development and brings the world further. 

Katrien Deckers (RBS) will assist in 

the Faith in Water project and 

work on assisting microfinance for 

water projects. Katrien stated: 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ reason I have decided to 

volunteer with EMF is that I 

recently found out that more than 

1 billion people do not have access 

to water which I found shocking 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ 

Koenraad Backers will assist in field 

work for the entrepreneur based 

arsenic free water facilities or 

BangƭŀŘŜǎƘΦ YƻŜƴǊŀŀŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ άaȅ 

interest is in improving 

management of water companies 

in developing countries. As 

volunteer with EMF I have the 

great opportunity to experience and contribute to the 

creation of successful micro water businesses in 

.ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ 9aCΩǎ ǿƛŘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦέ 

 

 

 

Ivette Jans (Anglocast) will assist in 

implementing a long term funding 

and sponsoring program for EMF. 

Her decision to join EMF is said as: 

ά9aCΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

issues appeals to me and is well 

worth an inǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

 

Water Exhibition at Museon, The Hague 

The well known Museon in The Hague has opened an 

Exhibition on Water at the end of 2009. The official 

opening will take place End of March or beginning 

!ǇǊƛƭΦ ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǾƛŘŜƻΩǎ ƻƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ 

countries are on display and many of them originate 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9aC ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ¢± ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ά¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ DƻƭŘέΣ ŀǎ 

shown on our website. 

Visit www.Museon.nl 

 

Sponsoring Lunch 

Later this year, EMF will organize its annual fund 
raising lunch event at restaurant De Kas. It is hoped 
that at least the same level of funding can be reached 
as in 2009, when the total added up to 42.000 Euro.  

 

 

http://www.museon.nl/

