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Brief summary
Faith in Water - A Guide to Ideas, Inspiration, Stories and Action
Water, sanitation and hygiene and children will be the focus when religious leaders, educators, development specialists, water sanitation and health experts and inventors meet for a two day workshop from 5th – 7th July 2009 in Salisbury, UK.
The event is being jointly hosted by EMF - Ecological Management Foundation, IRC – International Water and Sanitation Centre and ARC – the Alliance of Religions and Conservation. EMF is an ecological body with a particular focus on water.  IRC has worked for over 40 years of experience working as a resource centre on water, sanitation and hygiene in developing countries. ARC is a secular organisation which works to broker partnerships with the faiths on conservation matters.
The workshop will explore the theme of water, sanitation and hygiene in faith based schools and their students and plans to strengthen ties between individuals and organisations who are powerful advocates for water. The aim is to produce a guide to help the faiths and secular groups work together to protect water resources and the environment, to preserve hygiene and promote the safe management and recycling of water and wastes, specifically in the context of schools. 
The faiths through their involvement with environmental issues over the last twenty years have shown how religious traditions, beliefs and rules can help foster good practice and long lasting behavioural transformations.  As 50 per cent plus of all schools worldwide are either run by faiths (200,000 alone by the Catholics for example), were founded by faiths or faiths have some role within them, it is fitting that schools, both formal and informal, are the focus of this programme as drivers for change.
While sanitation and hygiene are important for the maintenance of good health they also have a developmental value helping to reduce the prevalence of water and sanitation related infectious diseases by 15% to 80%.  Access to safer, cleaner water supplies and improved sanitation is beneficial to reduce absenteeism among school children, to improve their life chances and learning opportunities and ensure they in turn, will be custodians of the environment. 

There will be six specific faith communities attending the conference; Baha’is, Buddhists, Christians drawn from Protestantism and Catholicism, Jews, Muslims and Zoroastrians. They have been chosen for a variety of reasons – the importance of water to their ritual practice and prayer, the religion’s innovation in development work and /or the emphasis the religious community places on ecological stewardship.  All have a strong educational dimension to their work.

There will be a theologian from each faith group at the event, because the philosophical and spiritual meaning of water differs from faith to faith. An important outcome of the programme is asking the faiths for the first time to clearly articulate their theological understanding of water, sanitation and hygiene. With such a statement it will be possible to develop practical projects which build upon the particular insights, ideas and inspiration which flows for a faith from its core beliefs. Each faith is also being asked to send a specialist from the faith’s educational networks involved with practical projects in sanitation and health issues related to water. They will be joined by those with the technical expertise in water and sanitation as well as development agencies and inventors who are working on new methods of sanitation and water collection and use. A major element of this programme is the sharing of stories – as the title of the programme indicates. For the faiths, stories are how insights and truths have been communicated down the centuries while secular agencies are also awakening to the fact that people remember stories long after they have forgotten pie charts or log frames.
Prior to the event itself each participant will be asked to write a paper of no more than 2000 words on what water, sanitation and hygiene means symbolically, culturally and very practically to their faith or organisation – religious or secular. These papers, initial sections for the proposed Guide to be created through this process, will form the basis of what is hoped will be some dynamic discussions over the 2 day period. 

The outcomes from the workshop will be presented in a very practical guide - Faith in water; Ideas, Inspirations and Stories for Schools. This will be a comprehensive guide for the faiths and for secular agencies working on water issues and education. The heart of it will be a guide to each faith’s own teachings, traditions, and educational insights, combined with the best available information and ideas from the major secular organisations and entrepreneurs working in this field along with their core values and visions. The guide will help inform secular bodies who wish to work with the faiths on water and sanitation in a faith-sensitive way and will help faiths to work with secular organisations in a faithful way.
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